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The workshop focused on the fragility of biodiversity, and the ever-increasing role that climate change has in the acceleration of the mass extinction of biodiversity. The mass extinction – majority extermination - of biodiversity is already underway. Ever since the Industrial Revolution, increased human activity - industrialization of society - has steadily lead to an imbalance between nature and civilization throughout the twentieth century and continuing into the new millennia. Human activity is leading to the mass extinction of both marine and terrestrial life. Unfortunately, the mass extinction of biodiversity will only continue and severely accelerate if climate change is not dealt with soon and seriously. The loss of biodiversity will have a traumatic effect on the earth, as all

 life is profoundly interdependent on other forms of life. Therefore, in uncovering a solution to climate change, society must also uncover a solution to protecting and preserving all life on earth - climate change and the mass extinction of biodiversity cannot be separated.

 

Joanie Misrack highlighted that Peace - a balance between nature and society - could be

 achieved through an understanding and prudent interaction with our environment.

 Troy Lush addressed efforts being made to communicate to the population the severity of climate change and mass extinction through technology. He stressed the importance of market research to communicate the threat of mass extinction to focus groups and academia.

Mr. Lush and Ms. Van Burg presented a ten minute trailer of the documentary, "Call of Life:  Facing Mass Extinction," which stressed the connection between increased human activity, climate change, and mass biodiversity extinction. The documentary will be released in its entirety in November 2007.

Chera Van Burg emphasized that the next five to ten years are crucial in turning the tide  against mass biodiversity extinction. Ms. Van Burg warned about the serious consequences about ongoing habitat destruction, compounded by consumption patterns and pollutions. She stressed that society is in a tipping point, and that to solve the problem of climate change and the mass extinction of biodiversity is not merely a question of technology, but of conscious and will.  Moreover, she asserts that awareness must be heightened to create solutions in respect to this "crisis of human psychology" and to get people to avert the crisis.

David Ulansey addressed the reality of the mass extinction of biodiversity. His extensive work to create an extensive library on the issue of the mass extinction of biodiversity has offered him an unparallel view on the situation. He stated that half of the species of biodiversity will vanish in the next one hundred years if nothing is done and human activity continues as is. He stressed that species - that biodiversity - is not an island; biodiversity and society are inherently connected and intrinsically linked. Because of serious interdependencies found within biodiversity, extinction would have a profound and deep impact particularly on human interdependencies. As a result, Mr. Ulansey stressed that nature and society needs to live in harmony. Society needs to honestly

 confront and reverse climate change and the mass extinction of biodiversity. He pointed out that the prevention of mass extinction and solutions for climate change must begin with raising the consciousness of the people. As in any complex system, he positively notes, there are moments of sudden transformation and transition and a collective metamorphosis is possible.

 Stuart Pimm stated that globally biodiversity is suffering. Highlighting the importance of

 stewardship, "We, as human beings, are not very good stewards of this planet," stated Mr. Pimm.

He addressed that, as humans, we have a responsibility to each other and the environment. He stressed that based on sciences best guesses there are about six billion people that are adversely affecting twenty-five to fifty million species globally. Mr. Pimm highlighted that the impact on the environment is growing; currently, there 12 % of land is free for agriculture, two-thirds of earth's land are dry lands, and sixty million square kilometres are impacted by overgrazing and deforestation, which compound political and economic strife, such as in Darfur. Through human activity, primarily through deforestation, desertification, and over-exhausted fisheries, and damned rivers, society is depleting limited resources and killing species at a very alarming rate. Even though global warming is quite a serious issue, environmental sustainability involves a deeper

 significance with the life that humans, he stressed, that once species are exterminated - society can no longer recover it - it will be too late.

 

Healy Hamilton addressed society's dependence on biodiversity, and technologies are being utilized to reverse the mass extinction of biodiversity. She addressed solution that could be implemented, and she specifically highlighted the Global Biodiversity Information Facility.

According to Ms. Hamilton, human activity has a very serious effect on reshaping patterns of biodiversity across the globe. She also noted various "green guides" that may help consumers to become carbon neutral through what they buy. Grassroots change, she asserted, is the underlying force in addressing global corporate culture and practices. According to her, what we do individually affects the wider, global impact on biodiversity and the environment.
